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Kangaroo Island 

Major regional centre: Kingscote

The population of Kangaroo Island was just over 4,520 in 2011 and is expected to grow relatively 
quickly compared to other regions in the state to 5,930 people in 2036 (1.1 per cent per annum).

Kangaroo Island is characterised by its ‘clean and green’ image based on extensive areas of 
conservation, natural habitats and coastal and scenic landscapes, all of which underpin the 
island’s success as a premier tourist destination. In addition to tourism, the island’s economy  
is dominated by diverse primary production activities and associated value-adding industries. 

The South Australian Government manages and maintains just three roads on Kangaroo Island: 
the Kingscote to Penneshaw road, the Playford Highway from Parndana to Kingscote, and the 
road accessing American River. Both the Playford Highway and the Kingscote to Penneshaw 
road will undergo road widening and shoulder sealing to enhance capacity and improve safety 
for freight and tourist movements. An additional $2 million per annum to Kangaroo Island Council 
for maintenance of 1,360 kilometres of local roads, of which 237 kilometres are sealed, will also 
support growing local, tourist and freight traffic across the island.

Significant improvements are earmarked for the Penneshaw port, including an upgrade to the 
ferry terminal and a new landing point for small vessels. A business case and funding submission 
for an extension and upgrade to the runway and terminal at Kangaroo Island airport have been 
provided to the Australian Government. Both initiatives will support growth of the island’s tourism 
and primary production industries.

An Integrated Transport Plan will be developed for Kangaroo Island to improve access across  
the island and to and from the mainland for freight and tourism traffic.	
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Implementation timeframe
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Public transport – Area-wide solutions

•	 Development of a Regional Passenger Transport Plan to address regional accessibility requirements

•	 Better information for regional passengers

•	 Support for the development of integrated passenger services

Roads 

1. Playford Highway – road widening and/or shoulder sealing

2. Kingscote to Penneshaw Road – road widening and/or shoulder sealing

Area-wide solutions

•	 Increase maintenance to improve and sustain the performance of the transport network and make better use of our transport assets

•	 Continue to implement the Road Safety Strategy and address road safety blackspot and higher risk locations

Cycling and walking – Area-wide solutions

•	 State Bicycle Fund – work with Kangaroo Island Council to develop a cycling and walking strategy

Ports, rail freight and airports

3. Work with local council to identify upgrades for Kingscote airport for operations of larger air services

4. Kangaroo Island Airport: business case and funding submission for airport extension and upgrade with the Australian Government

5. Penneshaw Harbor – ferry berth upgrade works and traffic management improvements

Local Government

•	 Work with local councils to complete local transport strategies to complement land use directions of local development plans, with a focus on freight 

movements and accessible townships:

•	 Road, pedestrian and cycling networks in Kingscote, Penneshaw and other key towns to support tourism and active local communities

•	 Upgrades to support safe and reliable heavy vehicle movements, including last mile access 

•	 Work with Local Government to implement the National Airport Safeguarding Framework within council development plans, including the Airport 

master plan for Kingscote

•	 Upgrades of boat ramps, jetties and wharfs

Kangaroo Island

16924 DPTI_BSSA_TransportPlan_fa.indd   139 18/10/13   4:59 PM



   SOLUTIONS AND ACTIONS

140

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

! 

oo

!

!

!

!
!!

!

!

!

!

!
!!

C
ap

e 
Je

rv
is

K
in

gs
co

te

C
yg

ne
t

R
iv

er

Pe
nn

es
ha

w

Is
la

nd
Be

ac
h

R
oc

ky
R

iv
er

Em
u 

B
ay

Am
er

ic
an

R
iv

er
Pa

rn
da

na

N
ep

ea
n

Ba
y

Ba
ud

in
Be

ac
h

Vi
vo

nn
e

Ba
y

"e

1

"e

2

"e

5

"e

3

"e

4

©
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t o
f

So
ut

h 
A

us
tra

lia
 2

01
3

 0
10

20
30

km

±
PL

N
 ID

: 4
39

6

K
an

ga
ro

o 
Is

la
nd

 - 
So

lu
tio

ns

D
at

a 
so

ur
ce

: D
ep

ar
tm

en
t

of
 P

la
nn

in
g,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt 
an

d
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

So
lu

tio
ns

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
on

 th
is

 m
ap

m
ay

 b
e 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
fu

rth
er

 in
te

ns
iv

e
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 m
ay

 v
ar

y 
as

 a
re

su
lt.

!
R

oa
d 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

!

R
ai

l f
re

ig
ht

, p
or

ts
,

ai
rp

or
ts

 a
nd

in
te

rm
od

al
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts

R
oa

d 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts

So
ut

h 
Au

st
ra

lia
n 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

R
eg

io
n 

bo
un

da
ry

Pr
im

ar
ily

 c
ro

pp
in

g

Pr
im

ar
ily

 li
ve

st
oc

k

Fo
re

st
 p

la
nt

at
io

n

M
ai

n 
ro

ad

O
th

er
 ro

ad

Pa
ss

en
ge

r a
nd

 fr
ei

gh
t f

er
ry

o
Ai

rp
or

t

Figure 5–12 Kangaroo Island solutions
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